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Cold War in the Islamic World Dilip Hiro
2019-02-01 For four decades Saudi Arabia and
Iran have vied for influence in the Muslim world.
At the heart of this ongoing Cold War between
Riyadh and Tehran lie the Sunni-Shia divide, and
the two countries' intertwined histories. Saudis
see this as a conflict between Sunni and Shia;
Iran's ruling clerics view it as one between their
own Islamic Republic and an illegitimate
monarchy. This foundational schism has played
out in a geopolitical competition for dominance
in the region: Iran has expanded its influence in
Syria, Iraq and Lebanon, while Saudi Arabia's
hyperactive crown prince, Muhammad bin
Salman, has intervened in Yemen, isolated Qatar
and destabilized Lebanon. Dilip Hiro examines
the toxic rivalry between the two countries,
tracing its roots and asking whether this Islamic
Cold War is likely to end any time soon.
Heilige identiteiten Machteld Zee 2016-10-04
Hoeveel vrijheid kunnen we geven aan het
islamitisch fundamentalisme zonder onze eigen
vrijheden te verliezen? Op heldere wijze
onderzoekt Machteld Zee deze urgente vraag.

Bij hoge uitzondering kreeg Zee toegang tot
enkele shariaraden in Engeland: rechtbanken
waar de wet van de sharia geldt in plaats van de
westerse beginselen van vrijheid en gelijkheid
voor iedereen. Ze zag daar hoe islamitische
vrouwen in een parallel religieus rechtsstelsel
afhankelijk worden gehouden. 'We mogen
moslima's de bescherming van de wet nooit
ontnemen. Machteld Zee heeft gelijk: dat mag
niet gebeuren. Eén wet voor iedereen.' Jolande
Withuis in de Volkskrant
Saudi Arabia Sherifa Zuhur 2011-10-31 •
Provides a comprehensive bibliography full of
suggestions for further reading and materials to
bolster research • Includes a glossary section
that defines and describes important terms and
concepts
De Moslimbroederschap Joas Wagemakers
2021-12-24 Wanneer de Moslimbroederschap
opduikt in het nieuws of in gesprekken over de
islam, gaat dat vaak gepaard met vooroordelen
en wantrouwen. Het zou gaan om een
gewelddadige organisatie die de islamitische
wetgeving wil invoeren in de landen waar ze
actief is. Maar wat klopt er van dat beeld? En
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wat is het verschil tussen de
Moslimbroederschap in de Arabische wereld en
de situatie in Europese landen, waaronder
Nederland? In dit boek geeft Joas Wagemakers
antwoord op veelgestelde vragen over de
Moslimbroederschap en probeert hij de
controversiële aspecten ervan niet zozeer te
verdedigen, als wel te verklaren, te nuanceren
en van context te voorzien. De
Moslimbroederschap is een uitstekende inleiding
in de ideologie en geschiedenis van deze
organisatie. 'Een goed geschreven boek dat van
begin tot eind blijft boeien. Zeer aan te raden
voor iedereen die meer wil weten over de
Moslimbroederschap en verder wil kijken dan de
krantenkoppen.’ – Kiki Santing, universitair
docent Midden-Oostenstudies in Groningen 'Een
grondige en empathische geschiedenis van de
Moslimbroederschap. Een goede basis voor een
rationele en geïnformeerde discussie over een
beweging waarover zoveel misverstanden
bestaan.' – Roel Meijer, docent moderne
geschiedenis van het Midden-Oosten, Radboud
Universiteit Nijmegen 'Een heldere analyse
waarin Wagemakers bestaande mythes rondom
de Moslimbroederschap ontrafelt. Een must-read
voor iedereen die geïnteresseerd is in deze
transnationale beweging.' – Edwin Bakker, hoogleraar Terrorisme en Contraterrorisme,
Universiteit Leiden
The American Deep State Peter Dale Scott
2017-05-02 Now in a new edition updated
through the unprecedented 2016 presidential
election, this provocative book makes a
compelling case for a hidden “deep state” that
influences and often opposes official U.S.
policies. Prominent political analyst Peter Dale
Scott begins by tracing America’s increasing
militarization, restrictions on constitutional
rights, and income disparity since World War II.
With the start of the Cold War, he argues, the
U.S. government changed immensely in both
function and scope, from protecting and
nurturing a relatively isolated country to
assuming ever-greater responsibility for
controlling world politics in the name of freedom
and democracy. This has resulted in both
secretive new institutions and a slow but radical
change in the American state itself. He argues
that central to this historic reversal were seismic
national events, ranging from the assassination

of President Kennedy to 9/11. Scott marshals
compelling evidence that the deep state is now
partly institutionalized in non-accountable
intelligence agencies like the CIA and NSA, but
it also extends its reach to private corporations
like Booz Allen Hamilton and SAIC, to which 70
percent of intelligence budgets are outsourced.
Behind these public and private institutions is
the influence of Wall Street bankers and
lawyers, allied with international oil companies
beyond the reach of domestic law. Undoubtedly
the political consensus about America’s global
role has evolved, but if we want to restore the
country’s traditional constitutional framework, it
is important to see the role of particular
cabals—such as the Project for the New
American Century—and how they have
repeatedly used the secret powers and network
of Continuity of Government (COG) planning to
implement change. Yet the author sees the deep
state polarized between an establishment and a
counter-establishment in a chaotic situation that
may actually prove more hopeful for U.S.
democracy.
Global Issues 2020 Edition CQ Researcher,
2019-11-12 Written by award-winning CQ
Researcher journalists, this collection of nonpartisan reports offers an in-depth examination
of today’s most pressing global issues. With
reports ranging from U.S. foreign policy,
cryptocurrency, and the rise in extreme weather
events, the 2020 Edition of Global Issues
promotes in-depth discussion, facilitates further
research, and helps readers formulate their own
positions on crucial global issues. And because
it’s CQ Researcher, the reports are expertly
researched and written, presenting readers with
all sides of an issue. Key Features Chapters
follow a consistent organization, beginning with
a summary of the issue, then exploring a number
of key questions around the issue, next offering
background to put the issue into current context,
and concluding with a look ahead. A pro/con
debate box in every chapter offers readers the
opportunity to critically analyze and discuss the
issues by exploring a debate between two
experts in the field. All issues include a
chronology, a bibliography, photos, charts, and
figures to offer readers a more complete picture
of the issue at hand.
Legal and Political Reforms in Saudi Arabia
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Joseph A. Kechichian 2013 The fractious
relationship between the United States and
Saudi Arabia has long been a central concern in
Washington. In the aftermath of 9/11 and
amongst ongoing wars, the United States
confronts an acute dilemma: how to cooperate
with Riyadh against terrorism whilst confronting
acute anti-Americanism? Using information
gathered from extensive interviews with a
plethora of officials, this book aims to analyze
Saudi domestic reforms. It addresses the
significant deficiency of information on such
diverse matters as the judiciary and ongoing
national dialogues, but also provides an
alternative understanding of what motivates
Saudi policy makers. How these reforms may
impact on future Saudi decision-making will
surely generate a slew of policy concerns for the
United States and this study offers a few
clarifications and solutions. This book will be of
interest to anyone seeking a new perspective on
the motivation behind legal and political reforms
in Saudi Arabia, and the effects of these reforms
beyond the Middle East.
Saudi Clerics and Shi'a Islam Raihan Ismail
2016-02-05 The Saudi "ulama" are known for
their strong opposition to Shi'a theology, Shi'a
communities in Saudi Arabia, and external Shi'a
influences such as Iran and Hezbollah. Their
potent hostility, combined with the influence of
the 'ulama' within the Saudi state and the
Muslim world, has led some commentators to
blame the Saudi 'ulama' for what they see as
growing sectarian conflict in the Middle East.
However, there is very little understanding of
what reasoning lies behind the positions of the
'ulama' and there is a significant gap in the
literature dealing with the polemics directed at
the Shi'a by the Saudi religious establishment. In
Saudi Clerics and Shi'a Islam, Raihan Ismail
looks at the discourse of the Saudi "ulama"
regarding Shiism and Shi'a communities,
analysing their sermons, lectures, publications
and religious rulings. The book finds that the
attitudes of the "ulama" are not only governed
by their theological convictions regarding
Shiism, but are motivated by political events
involving the Shi'a within the Saudi state and
abroad. It also discovers that political events
affect the intensity and frequency of the rhetoric
of the ulama at any given time.

The Rise and Fall of Al-Qaeda Fawaz A. Gerges
2011-09-14 The author re-evaluates the threat
posed by Al-Qaeda following a decade of war.
The Oil Kings Andrew Scott Cooper 2012-09-11
Reveals the covert agreements that prompted
America's decision to switch allegiance from
Iran to Saudi Arabia as a dominant Middle-East
oil supplier, citing the contributions of key
players from Richard Nixon and Henry Kissinger
to the Shah and Gerald Ford while explaining
how choices in the 1970s set the stage for Iran's
Islamic revolution.
Behind the Kingdom's Veil Susanne Koelbl
2020-09-15 “A fascinating account of the
significant changes underway in Saudi Arabia
based on years of excellent reporting on the
ground.” —Bruce Riedel, director of the
Brookings Institution Intelligence Project, author
of Kings and Presidents: Saudi Arabia and the
United States Since FDR Saudi Arabia is one of
the world’s most secretive countries. Now,
Susanne Koelbl, award-winning journalist for the
German news magazine Der Spiegel, unveils
many secrets of this mysterious kingdom. For
years she traveled the Middle East, and recently
lived in Riyadh during the most dramatic
changes since the country’s founding. She has
cultivated relationships on every level of Saudi
society and is equally at ease with ultraconservative Wahhabi preachers, oppositionists,
and women from all walks of life. In this
“piercingly powerful book” (Ahmed Rahid, New
York Times-bestselling author of Taliban), you
can have breakfast with Royal Highnesses; meet
Osama bin Laden’s bomb-making trainer; enter
palaces of secret service chiefs; listen to
intimate conversations with women about their
newly offered freedoms; learn about journalist
Jamal Khashoggi; and view an in-depth portrait
of Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman (MBS),
as you learn about the not-so-obvious facts of the
kingdom’s history, politics, customs, and hidden
power relations.
Doctrine of Terror Mahboob Illahi 2018-10-02
The book highlights the fact that Islam does not
encourage or incite intolerance of other faiths,
and that it values sanctity of human life,
regardless of religious affiliation, and abhors
violence and extremism, as being perpetrated by
the misguided muslim jihadists of al-Qaeda, ISIS,
and their associated terrorist groups that have
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been wreaking atrocities on defenseless civilian
populations of Muslim majority countries,
including women and children.The book
describes the inception, support, and unlimited
funding of these groups by the Sunni Arab
countries, and implores the Funders to
discontinue their support, forthwith, to restore
peace and stability to the marginalized
communities, particularly the Shia Muslims of
the world who have been subjected to
persecution for centuries, ever since the advent
of Islam in the seventh century, following the
death of the Prophet of Islam in 623.The book
also implores theWorld powers to end their tacit
support of terrorism by seriously confronting the
supporters of terrorist groups, without which the
terrorism will not end.
Inside the Kingdom Robert Lacey 2010-09-28
Following on his 1982 classic, The Kingdom,
British journalist and bestselling author Robert
Lacey offers penetrating insights into the
complex country of Saudi Arabia. Taking the
reader from the dramatic seizure of the Grand
Mosque in Jeddah in 1979 to the deepening U.S.Saudi relations during the Persian Gulf War and
the increasing alienation of such radical
fundamentalists as Osama bin Laden, Lacey
presents an unvarnished picture of a country
where repression is endemic and religion rules
all. Through conversations with a broad range of
Saudis, from high princes and ambassadors to
men and women on the street, Inside the
Kingdom is a story of a people trying to
reconcile the religious separatism of the past
with the rapidly changing world in which they
are increasingly intertwined.
The History of Saudi Arabia Wayne H. Bowen
2014-12-02 The revised edition of this
comprehensive survey follows the political,
military, religious, economic, and diplomatic
history of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia from preMuhammad times to the present day.
The Saudi Terror Machine Pierre Conesa
2018-09-25 The religious diplomacy of Saudi
Arabia constitutes a strange black hole in the
analysis of radicalism that affects Islam and the
Middle East today. Why has Salafism, the most
intolerant and sectarian movement of Islam,
become so prevalent? Of all the religious
radicalisms that rot the planet, it is the only one
to enjoy the constant support of a country

endowed with immense means: the Saudi
kingdom. This study, whose collaborators
wanted to remain anonymous, reveals how the
two sides of the kingdom – the conciliatory one
of the Saud dynasty and the more aggressive
Salafism, propagandist of jihad – has for decades
developed a religious strategy to conquer the
Muslim community and the West without
appearing as an enemy. One of the most striking
examples is the absence of sanctions or even
accusations by George W. Bush towards Saudi
Arabia in the aftermath of the September 11th
attacks even with fifteen identified Saudis
among the terrorists. The kingdom's influence is
largely unknown but undoubtedly acts as a key
player throughout the Muslim world through
their financing of conservative Koranic schools,
universities and mosques, as well as other
international public and private organizations.
But after years of financing radical Islamists in
foreign lands, Saudi Arabia now finds itself
threatened in their own territory, the monster
they have given birth to turned against them.
Strange Days Mark Sayers 2017-05-02 What in
the world is going on? These days the world has
everyone spinning. Weekly terrorist attacks. The
refugee crisis. Transgender bathrooms.
Academic safe spaces. Tensions with Russia. A
perpetually uncertain economy. The list goes on.
It’s enough to make us crazy… or want to put
our heads in the sand. But we can’t, because
these are our times, and we must face them. So
what many Christians are looking for is someone
to communicate a way forward—someone who
both understands culture and trusts the Bible.
Mark Sayers is such a leader, one who “writes
from the future.” He is a gifted cultural analysist
who combines his biblical knowledge, curious
mind, and pastoral heart to offer a guide to the
times. Strange Days will help Christians slow
down, get their bearings, and follow God with
wisdom and tact in this wild world. “Take heart,
for I have overcome the world,” Jesus said nearly
2,000 years ago. And that’s the message of
Strange Days, the message the church needs
today.
Inside the Kingdom Robert Lacey 2010-10-05
"It's all here-Islam, the family tree, a sea of oil
and money to match, palace intrigue...This is
high drama and an epic tale." -Tom Brokaw
Though Saudi Arabia sits on one of the richest
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oil deposits in the world, it also produced fifteen
of the nineteen 9/11 hijackers. In this immensely
important book, journalist Robert Lacey draws
on years of access to every circle of Saudi
society giving readers the fullest portrait yet of a
land straddling the worlds of medievalism and
modernity. Moving from the bloody seizure of
Mecca's Grand Mosque in 1979, through the
Persian Gulf War, to the delicate U.S.-Saudi
relations in a post 9/11 world, Inside the
Kingdom brings recent history to vivid life and
offers a powerful story of a country learning how
not to be at war with itself.
The New Threat Jason Burke 2017-03-07 From
Syria to Somalia, from Libya to Indonesia, from
Yemen to the capitals of Europe, Islamic
militancy appears stronger, more widespread,
and more threatening than ever. In The New
Threat prizewinning frontline reporter Jason
Burke cuts through the mass of opinion and
misinformation to explain the nature of the
threat we now face. Shortlisted for the Orwell
Prize, The New Threat offers insight into the rise
of ISIS and other groups, such as Boko Haram,
which together command significant military
power, rule millions, and control extensive
territories. Elsewhere, Al Qaeda remains potent
and is rapidly evolving. As a new generation of
Western extremists emerges—as seen by the
horrifying attacks in Paris and Brussels as well
as the "lone wolf" operatives in the United
States—Burke argues it is imperative that we
understand who these groups are and what they
actually want.
Gulf Charities and Islamic Philanthropy in
the Age of Terror and Beyond Jonathan
Benthall 2014-02 Gulf Charities and Islamic
Philanthropy in the "Age of Terror" and Beyond
is the first book to be published on the charities
of Saudi Arabia and the Arabian Gulf, covering
their work both domestic and international.
From a diversity of viewpoints, the book
addresses: the historical roots of Islamic
philanthropy in religious traditions and
geopolitical movements; the interactions of the
Gulf charities with "Western" relief and
development institutions - now under pressure
owing to budgetary constraints; numerous case
studies from the Middle East, Africa, and South
Asia; the impact of violent extremism on the
sector, with the legal repercussions that have

followed - especially in the USA; the recent
history of attempts to alleviate the obstacles
faced by bona fide Islamic charities, whose
absence from major conflict zones now leaves a
vacuum for extremist groups to penetrate; the
prospects for a less politicized Islamic charity
sector when the so-called "war on terror"
eventually loses its salience.
World Criminal Justice Systems Richard J.
Terrill 2012 Includes bibliographical references
(p. 639-665) and indexes.
Troubled Waters Mehran Kamrava 2018-05-15
This text examines the causes and consequences
of each of those dynamics, both individually and
collectively, that have made this small waterway
and its surrounding areas one of the most
volatile and tension-filled regions in the world.
This pervasive insecurity, the book argues, is
largely a product of four interrelated
developments.
Islam in Saudi Arabia David Commins
2015-03-31 The common image of Saudi Arabia
portrays a country where religious rules dictate
every detail of daily life: where women may not
drive; where unrelated men and women may not
interact; where the latter veil their faces; and
where banks, restaurants and cafes have dual
facilities: one for families, another for men. Yet
life in the kingdom, contrary to perception, is
not so clear cut as simply obeying dogma. David
Commins challenges the stereotype of a country
immune to change by highlighting the ways that
urbanization, education, consumerism, global
communications and technological innovation
have exerted pressure against rules issued by
the religious establishment. He places the
Wahhabi movement in the wider context of
Islamic history, showing how state-appointed
clerics built on dynastic backing to fashion a
model society of Sharia observance and moral
virtue. But beneath a surface appearance of
obedience to Islamic authority he detects
currents that reflect Arabia's heritage of
diversity (where Shi'i and Sufi tendencies
survive in the face of discrimination) and the
effects of its exposure to Western mores.
Vision or Mirage David Rundell 2020-09-17
'Clear-eyed and illuminating.' Henry Kissinger,
former Secretary of State and National Security
Advisor 'A rich, superbly researched, balanced
history of the modern Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.'
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General David Petraeus, former Commander
U.S. Central Command and Director of the
Central Intelligence Agency 'Destined to be the
best single volume on the Kingdom.' Ambassador
Chas Freeman, former U.S. Ambassador to Saudi
Arabia and Assistant Secretary of Defense
'Should be prescribed reading for a new
generation of political leaders.' Sir Richard
Dearlove, former Chief of H.M. Secret
Intelligence Service (MI6) and Master of
Pembroke College, Cambridge. Something
extraordinary is happening in Saudi Arabia. A
traditional, tribal society once known for its lack
of tolerance is rapidly implementing significant
economic and social reforms. An army of foreign
consultants is rewriting the social contract, King
Salman has cracked down hard on corruption,
and his dynamic though inexperienced son, the
Crown Prince Mohammad bin Salman, is
promoting a more tolerant Islam. But is all this a
new vision for Saudi Arabia or merely a mirage
likely to dissolve into Iranian-style revolution?
David Rundell - one of America's foremost
experts on Saudi Arabia - explains how the
country has been stable for so long, why it is less
so today, and what is most likely to happen in
the future. The book is based on the author's
close contacts and intimate knowledge of the
country where he spent 15 years living and
working as a diplomat. Vision or Mirage
demystifies one of the most powerful, but least
understood, states in the Middle East and is
essential reading for anyone interested in the
power dynamics and politics of the Arab World.
Lone Wolf and Autonomous Cell Terrorism
Jeffrey Kaplan 2017-10-02 President Obama has
declared that the greatest terrorist threat which
America faces is attacks by lone wolf terrorists.
This volume expands the lone wolf rubric to
include autonomous cells: small groups of
terrorists who cooperate, but operate
independently. The challenge presented by lone
wolves and autonomous cells, unlike the threat
emanating from established terrorist groups like
Al Qaeda, has proven intractable because of the
difficulty of gathering intelligence on these
actors or effectively countering their actions.
Lone wolves operate under the radar, staging
deadly attacks such as that at the Boston
Marathon, and the 2011 attacks in Norway. This
volume includes Theory and Policy Studies,

individual case studies and the technological
impacts of chemical, biological and nuclear
weapons as well as the impact of social media in
the process of recruitment and radicalization.
This book was originally published as a special
issue of Terrorism & Political Violence.
Zwarte golf Kim Ghattas 2020-03-26 Het is bijna
niet voor te stellen, maar soennitisch SaoediArabië en sjiitisch Iran waren lange tijd
bondgenoten. En toen brak in 1979 de Iraanse
revolutie uit, werd de Heilige Moskee in Mekka
belegerd en trok de Sovjet-Unie Afghanistan
binnen. Saoedi-Arabië en Iran werden felle
tegenstanders en exploiteerden religie in hun
rivaliserende strijd. Het gevolg: sektarisch
geweld, het ontstaan van groeperingen als
Hezbollah, de 9/11-aanslagen en de opkomst van
is. Zwarte golf beschrijft deze vlammende
veertigjarige periode, waarbij de basis van het
boek wordt gevormd door persoonlijke verhalen,
zoals van een Pakistaanse anchorman, een
Egyptische romanschrijver en de vermoordde
journalist Jamal Khashoggi. Kim Ghattas legt
hiermee de focus op de pluriforme, tot zwijgen
gedoemde meerderheid die vooruitgang wil en
vecht tegen de maatschappelijke duisternis sinds
1979.
Noord-Korea dagboek Michael Palin 2019-09-26
Michael Palin op ontdekkingsreis door NoordKorea In 2018 bracht voormalig Python-lid en
fervent wereldreiziger Michael Palin twee weken
door in Noord-Korea. Een land dat volkomen is
afgesloten van de buitenwereld, een land zonder
internet en een telefoonsignaal. Een land waar
het plattelandsleven zich nog altijd wanhopig
vastklampt aan eeuwenoude tradities terwijl de
steden zijn volgebouwd met hypermoderne
wolkenkrabbers en luxueuze ondergrondse
treinstations. Kortom: een land dat zich
uitermate goed leent voor een paliniaans
reisverslag. In zijn Noord-Korea dagboek
beschrijft Palin zijn reis van dag tot dag. Hij doet
niet alleen verslag van wat hij zag – en alles wat
de autoriteiten voor hem verborgen probeerden
te houden – maar deelt ook de gesprekken die hij
voerde met inwoners, zijn ontmoetingen met
officials, en zijn overpeinzingen over een land
dat zo volkomen anders is dan alle landen die hij
tijdens zijn eerdere reizen heeft bezocht – een
land waar angst en fascinatie voor hem hand in
hand gaan. Het resultaat is een rijkgeïllustreerd
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reisverslag en een zeldzaam kijkje achter de
schermen in Noord-Korea. En met zijn
kenmerkende humor en warmte is er geen
betere reisleider dan Palin om kleur te geven
aan deze sombere maar toch unieke regio.
Modern Conflict in the Greater Middle East:
A Country-by-Country Guide Spencer C.
Tucker 2017-04-17 This reference work covers
the history of Middle East nations, addressing
military, political, diplomatic, and ideological
trends in each respective country and enabling
readers to better understand the factors behind
the crises shaping the Middle East today. •
Provides a detailed overview of Middle East
conflicts since World War I in a single resource •
Offers historical context for the level of
involvement in various wars by Middle Eastern
countries as well as each country's interaction
with the West and other Middle East nations •
Includes "Did You Know?" sidebars with
interesting details, statistics, and other
information related to the countries covered in
the book
Saudi Arabia Paul Aarts 2015-01-12 The Saudi
royal family has survived the events of the Arab
Spring intact and unscathed. Any major
upheavals were ostensibly averted with the help
of oil revenues, while the Kingdom's influential
clerics conveniently declared all forms of protest
to be against Islam. Saudi dollars bent events to
the Kingdom's will in the Arab world-particularly
in Syria, Yemen and Bahrain, but also in Egypt
and Lebanon, Saudi cash has had a profound
impact. Does this mean that all is well in Saudi
Arabia itself, which has an extremely youthful
population ruled by a gerontocracy? Problems
endemic in Egypt, Tunisia and Syria-youth
unemployment, corruption and repression-are
also evident in the Kingdom and while young
Saudis may not yet be taking to the streets, on
Twitter and Facebook their discontent is
manifest. Saudi Arabia remains the dominant
player in the Gulf, and the fall of the House of
Saud would have explosive repercussions on the
GCC while the knock-on effect worldwide would
be immeasurable. Saudi Arabia is the only oil
exporter capable of acting as a 'swing producer',
a fact of which this book reminds us. Aarts and
Roelants have drawn a compelling picture of a
Middle East power which, while not presently
endangered, may soon deviate from the

trajectory established by the House of Saud.
Great Events in Religion: An Encyclopedia of
Pivotal Events in Religious History [3 volumes]
Florin Curta 2016-11-28 This three-volume set
presents fundamental information about the
most important events in world religious history
as well as substantive discussions of their
significance and impact. • Presents readers with
essential information about the chief events in
religious history that will help them better
understand world history and promote a greater
respect for culturally diverse religious traditions
• Provides cross-references and sidebars that
cite print and electronic resources for further
reading with each entry • Includes a selected,
general bibliography of print and electronic
resources suitable for student research
Kings and Presidents Bruce Riedel 2019-03-12
An insider's account of the often-fraught U.S.Saudi relationship Saudi Arabia and the United
States have been partners since 1943, when
President Roosevelt met with two future Saudi
monarchs. Subsequent U.S. presidents have had
direct relationships with those kings and their
successors—setting the tone for a special
partnership between an absolute monarchy with
a unique Islamic identity and the world's most
powerful democracy. Although based in large
part on economic interests, the U.S.-Saudi
relationship has rarely been smooth. Differences
over Israel have caused friction since the early
days, and ambiguities about Saudi
involvement—or lack of it—in the September 11
terrorist attacks against the United States
continue to haunt the relationship. Now, both
countries have new, still-to be-tested leaders in
President Trump and King Salman. Bruce Riedel
for decades has followed these kings and
presidents during his career at the CIA, the
White House, and Brookings. This book offers an
insider's account of the U.S.-Saudi relationship,
with unique insights. Using declassified
documents, memoirs by both Saudis and
Americans, and eyewitness accounts, this book
takes the reader inside the royal palaces, the
holy cities, and the White House to gain an
understanding of this complex partnership.
The Longest War Peter L. Bergen 2011-01-11
TEN YEARS HAVE PASSED since the shocking
attacks on the World Trade Center, and after
seven years of conflict, the last U.S. combat
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troops left Iraq—only to move into Afghanistan,
where the ten-year-old fight continues: the war
on terror rages with no clear end in sight. In The
Longest War Peter Bergen offers a
comprehensive history of this war and its
evolution, from the strategies devised in the
wake of the 9/11 attacks to the fighting in
Afghanistan, Pakistan, and beyond. Unlike any
other book on this subject, here Bergen tells the
story of this shifting war’s failures and successes
from the perspectives of both the United States
and al-Qaeda and its allies. He goes into the
homes of al-Qaeda members, rooting into the
source of their devotion to terrorist causes, and
spends time in the offices of the major players
shaping the U.S. strategic efforts in the region.
At a time when many are frustrated or fatigued
with what has become an enduring
multigenerational conflict, this book will provide
an illuminating narrative that not only traces the
arc of the fight but projects its likely future.
Weaving together internal documents from alQaeda and the U.S. offices of counterterrorism,
first-person interviews with top-level jihadists
and senior Washington officials, along with his
own experiences on the ground in the Middle
East, Bergen balances the accounts of each side,
revealing how al-Qaeda has evolved since 9/11
and the specific ways the U.S. government has
responded in the ongoing fight. Bergen also
uncovers the strategic errors committed on both
sides—the way that al-Qaeda’s bold attack on
the United States on 9/11 actually undermined
its objective and caused the collapse of the
Taliban and the destruction of the organization’s
safe haven in Afghanistan, and how al-Qaeda is
actually losing the war of ideas in the Muslim
world. The book also shows how the United
States undermined its moral position in this war
with its actions at Guantánamo and coercive
interrogations—including the extraordinary
rendition of Abu Omar, who was kidnapped by
the CIA in Milan in 2003 and was tortured for
four years in Egyptian prisons; his case
represents the first and only time that CIA
officials have been charged and convicted of the
crime of kidnapping. In examining other
strategic blunders the United States has
committed, Bergen offers a scathing critique of
the Clinton and Bush administrations’ inability to
accurately assess and counter the al-Qaeda

threat, Bush’s deeply misguided reasons for
invading Iraq—including the story of how the
invasion was launched based, in part, on the
views of an obscure academic who put forth
theories about Iraq’s involvement with alQaeda—and the Obama administration’s efforts
in Afghanistan. At a critical moment in world
history The Longest War provides the definitive
account of the ongoing battle against terror.
Inside the Kingdom : Kings, Clerics,
Modernists, Terrorists, and the Struggle for
Saudi Arabia 2012 Saudi Arabia is a country
defined by paradox: it sits atop some of the
richest oil deposits in the world, and yet the
country's roiling disaffection produced sixteen of
the nineteen 9/?11 hijackers. It is a modern
state, driven by contemporary technology, and
yet its powerful religious establishment would
have its customs and practices rolled back to
match those of the Prophet Muhammad over a
thousand years ago. In a world where events in
the Middle East continue to have geopolitical
consequences far beyond the region's
boundaries, an understanding of this complex
nation is essential. With "Inside the Kingdom",
British journalist and bestselling author Robert
Lacey has given us one of the most penetrating
and insightful looks at Saudi Arabia ever
produced. More than twenty years after he first
moved to the country to write about the Saudis
at the end of the oil boom, Lacey has returned to
find out how the consequences of the boom
produced a society at war with itself. Filled with
stories told by a broad range of Saudis, from
high princes and ambassadors to men and
women on the street, "Inside the Kingdom" is in
many ways the story of the Saudis in their own
words. It is a story of oil money that opened the
door to Western ways, and produced a
conservative backlash with effects that are still
being felt today. It is a story of kings and princes
who worried more about keeping power than the
dangerous consequences of empowering radical
clerics. It is a story of men who challenged
orthodoxy and risked prison or death in the
name of furthering open society, and of women
who defied laws saying they should not write,
drive, or play sports. And, at its heart, it is a
story of a people attempting to reconcile the
religious separatism of the past and the rapidly
changing world with which they are increasingly
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intertwined. Their success - or failure - will have
powerful reverberations in their own country,
and across the globe.
Terrorism and Counter-terrorism in Saudi Arabia
and Indonesia Sumanto Al Qurtuby
Saudi, Inc.: The Arabian Kingdom's Pursuit
of Profit and Power Ellen R. Wald 2018-04-03
A history of the most profitable company in the
world, Saudi Aramco, and the story behind the
family that ruthlessly maneuvered to control this
multi-trillion dollar enterprise. The Saudi royal
family and Aramco leadership are, and almost
always have been, motivated by ambitions of
long-term strength and profit. They use Islamic
law, traditional ideology, and harsh justice to
maintain stability and their own power, but
underneath the thobes and abayas and behind
the religious fanaticism and illiberalism lies a
most sophisticated and ruthless business
enterprise. Today, that corporation is poised to
pull off the biggest IPO in history. Over more
than a century, fed by ambition and oil wealth, al
Saud, as the royal family is known, has come
from next to nothing to rule as absolute
monarchs, a contrast with the world around
them and modernity itself. The story starts with
Saudi Arabia's founder, Abdul Aziz, a lowly
refugee embarking on a daring gambit to
reconquer his family's ancestral home?the mudwalled city of Riyadh. It takes readers almost to
present day, when the multinational family
business has made al Saud the wealthiest family
in the world and on the cusp of a new
transformation. Now al Saud and its family
business, Aramco, are embarking on their most
ambitious move: taking the company public and
preparing the country for the next generation.
The Wahhabi Code Terence Ward 2018-10-09
An Eye-Opening, Concise Look at the Source of
the Current Wave of Terrorism, How it Spread,
and Why the West Did Nothing Lifting the mask
of international terrorism, Terence Ward reveals
a sinister truth. Far from being “the West’s ally
in the War on Terror,” Saudi Arabia is in reality
the largest exporter of Wahhabism—the severe,
ultra-conservative sect of Islam that is both
Saudi Arabia’s official religion and the core
ideology for international terror groups such as
ISIS, al-Qaeda, the Taliban, and Boko Haram.
Over decades, the Saudi regime has engaged in
a well-crafted mission to fund charities,

mosques, and schools that promote their
Wahhabi doctrine across the Middle East and
beyond. Efforts to expand Saudi influence have
now been focused on European cities as well.
The front lines of the War of Terror aren’t a
world away; they are much closer than we can
imagine. Terence Ward, who has spent much of
his life in the Middle East, gives his unique
insight into the culture of extremism, its rapid
expansion, and how it can be stopped.
The New Continentalism Kent E. Calder
2012-04-24 In this groundbreaking book Kent E.
Calder argues that a new transnational
configuration is emerging in Asia, driven by
economic growth, rising energy demand, and the
erosion of longstanding geopolitical divisions.
What Calder calls the New Silk Road—with a
strengthening multi-faceted relationship
between East Asia and the Middle East at its
core—could eventually emerge as one of the
world’s most important multilateral
configurations. Straddling the border between
comparative politics and international relations
theory, this important book will stimulate debate
and discussion in both fields.
Gulf Charities and Islamic Philanthropy in
the 'Age of Terror' and Beyond Jonathan
Benthall 2014-12-31 Gulf Charities and Islamic
Philanthropy in the "Age of Terror" and Beyond
is the first book to be published on the charities
of Saudi Arabia and the Arabian Gulf, covering
their work both domestic and international.
From a diversity of viewpoints, the book
addresses: the historical roots of Islamic
philanthropy in religious traditions and
geopolitical movements; the interactions of the
Gulf charities with "Western" relief and
development institutions - now under pressure
owing to budgetary constraints; numerous case
studies from the Middle East, Africa, and South
Asia; the impact of violent extremism on the
sector, with the legal repercussions that have
followed - especially in the USA; the recent
history of attempts to alleviate the obstacles
faced by bona fide Islamic charities, whose
absence from major conflict zones now leaves a
vacuum for extremist groups to penetrate; the
prospects for a less politicized Islamic charity
sector when the so-called "war on terror"
eventually loses its salience.
The Most Intimate Revelations about Inside
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the Kingdom Daniel Stubbs 2013-02 In this
book, we have hand-picked the most
sophisticated, unanticipated, absorbing (if not at
times crackpot!), original and musing book
reviews of "Inside the Kingdom: Kings, Clerics,
Modernists, Terrorists, and the Struggle for
Saudi Arabia." Don't say we didn't warn you:
these reviews are known to shock with their
unconventionality or intimacy. Some may be
startled by their biting sincerity; others may be
spellbound by their unbridled flights of fantasy.
Don't buy this book if: 1. You don't have nerves
of steel. 2. You expect to get pregnant in the
next five minutes. 3. You've heard it all.
Armies of Arabia Zoltan Barany 2021-10
Armies of Arabia is the first book to
comprehensively analyze the armed forces of the
Gulf monarchies. Zoltan Barany explains the
conspicuous ineffectiveness of Gulf militaries
with a combination of political-structural and
sociocultural factors. Following a brief
exposition on their historical evolution, he
explores the region's six armies of the region
comparatively, through the lenses of military
politics, sociology, economics, and diplomacy.
The book'sthemes come together in the last
chapter that critically evaluates the Saudi and
Emirati armed forces' record in the on-going war
in Yemen.
Force and Fanaticism Simon Ross Valentine

2015-01-09 Wahhabism is an Islamic reform
movement found mainly in Saudi Arabia. Closely
linked to the Saudi monarchy, it enforces a strict
code of morality and conduct monitored by
mutawa (religious police), and governs every
facet of Saudi life according to its own strict
interpretation of Shariah, including gender
segregation. Wahhabism also prohibits the
practice of any other faith (even other forms of
Islam) in Saudi Arabia, which is also the only
country that forbids women from driving. But
what exactly is Wahhabism? This question had
long occupied Valentine, so he lived in the
Kingdom for three years, familiarizing himself
with its distinct interpretation of Islam. His book
defines Wahhabism and Wahhabi beliefs and
considers the life and teaching of Muham-mad
ibn Abd'al Wahhab and the later expansion of his
sect. Also discussed are the rejection of later
developments in Islam such as bid'ah; harmful
innovations, among them celebrating the
prophet's birthday and visiting the tombs of
saints; the destruction of holy sites due to the
fear of idolatry; Wahhabi law, which imposes the
death sentence for crimes as archaic as witchcraft and sorcery, and the connection of
Wahhabism with militant Islam globally.
Drawing on interviews with Saudis from all
walks of life, including members of the feared
mutawa, this book appraises of one of the most
significant movements in contemporary Islam.
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